
Do you know what species  
nest at your beach?

Do you know when the nesting season  
starts, and ends, and if there is a  

peak of nesting, when this occurs?

Do you count every single track, clutch,  
or individual female every night/day  

for the entire nesting season?

Does nesting occur for a defined  
period or year-round?

Year-round Defined period

Perform Survey  
and Identify  

(Protocol A, page 12)

LEVEL 1
(see page 23)

Do any of the following apply  
to your nesting site(s)?

Does your monitoring protocol  
consist of at least 3 days/nights per 
week for the entire nesting season, 

recording every emergence or  
nesting attempt on nights you 
monitor? (Protocol B, page 13)

Numerous beaches  
used by the same 

population.

None of these.
Remote (hard to 
reach) beaches.

Mass nesting  
events.

Do you apply a 
mid-season  

count method? 
(Protocol E, page 17)

Do you implement  
the ‘strip transect in 

time’ method? 
(Protocol F, page 18)

Does your monitoring protocol consist of at least  
3 days/nights per week for the entire nesting  

season, recording every nesting activity or attempt  
on nights you monitor (Protocol B, page 13) OR  
follow the heterogeneous monitoring protocol?  

(Protocol C, page 14)

Please provide 
documentation to  
the SWOT Team.
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Do you perform diffuse coverage 
across multiple sites, followed  

by an aggregate analysis  
of abundance and trends?  

(Protocol D, page 15)

Do you perform comprehensive 
monitoring of an index beach  

(or beaches) within each  
population or management unit?  

(Protocol D, page 15)

Do you use a method not described  
here that provides full season  

abundance estimates with  
<20% sampling error? (see page 9)

NOYES

Decision Key: Find the right 
protocol for you, or assess 
your current protocol
To help you identify an appropriate monitoring 

protocol for your circumstances and to assess 

whether your current protocol meets SWOT’s 

minimum data standards, we have developed a 

Decision Key that poses several questions about 

your monitoring project and that steers you 

toward suggestions about which monitoring 

protocol might be best for your project. Through 

the chain of questions you will be asked about 

various monitoring protocols which are possible 

for your situation. Any of the protocols about 

which you are asked are possible for your site, 

and will allow you to meet SWOT’s standards.  

The end of the chain of questions will indicate 

whether your current protocol meets SWOT’s 

minimum data standards and will send you to 

further explanations of the classification scheme 

that SWOT is using based on these standards.

NO

Lepidochelys spp.Other species.

LEVEL 1
(see page 23)

LEVEL 1
(see page 23)

LEVEL 2
(see page 23)

LEVEL 1
(see page 23)


